
AU SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2017

AU SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2017 
EXPERIMENTAL ETHNOGRAPHY: 
NATURECULTURES OF THE ANTHROPOCENE

A researcher from AURA looks for 
mycorrhizal mushrooms at former brown 
coal mining beds in Søby Brunkulslejerne, Denmark (2015)
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The “Anthropocene” is the proposed term to 
mark a new geological epoch when human 
industry has overwhelmed many ways of 
life to the brink of total collapse. Mounting 
crises from chemical contamination, land 
grabs, and biodiversity loss are prompting 
interdisciplinary dialogues and urgent calls 
to action. By naming the Anthropocene, 
scholars, activists, artists are challenging 
how we understand and relate to “nature” 
and “culture”, ecologies that are human, 
nonhuman, and machine. A major 
challenge is how to study multiple and 
complex activities together: what forms and 
methods of analysis are needed to describe 
and engage with our changing, mixed up, 
and rapidly dying worlds?

In this course, students will be immersed in  
the concept of “naturecultures”. Feminist 
science studies scholar Donna Haraway’s 
recent texts, The Companion Species  
Manifesto (2003) and Staying with the 
Trouble (2016) will frame the course.   

Students will read texts, watch films, listen to 
audio works, and go on walks, to engage 
with different ways of understanding 
naturecultures. The course will be organized  
around three foci: (1) animals; (2) plants; and 
(3) microbes.

Throughout the course, students will be 
asked to consider how shifting from human-
centered narratives to more-than-human 
naturecultures opens up new ways of 
doing ethnography, and living ecologically. 
Students will be asked to relate readings to 
their everyday practices, and reconceive 
these practices through the lens of animals, 
plants, and microbes. Learning how to take 
these different lives and lenses seriously is 
crucial to surviving the rubble and rising sea 
levels of the Anthropocene.

Instructor: Elaine Gan, PhD 
University of California, Santa Cruz
Aarhus University Research on the Anthro-
pocene (AURA)
http://elainegan.com
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In 2016 more than 1700 Danish and 
international students decided to 
spend part of their summer taking 
specialized, intensive courses at  
AU Summer University. More than  
40 nationalities were represented.

EXPERIMENTAL ETHNOGRAPHY: 
NATURECULTURES OF THE 
ANTHROPOCENE
Date: 24th July - 4th August
ECTS: 10
Level: Master’s and PhD

AU Summer University welcomes Danish 
and international full time students, 
exchange students and free movers.

APPLICATION
The online application system will open 
on December 1, 2016. 
The application deadline is March 15, 
2017.

Please visit:
au.dk/summeruniversity for more  
information on application procedures, 
housing, location and the social 
programme.

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD  
TO WELCOMING DANISH AND  
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TO  
AU SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2017.

TARGET GROUP
AU Summer University welcomes
Danish and international full time
students, exchange students
and free movers with background 
in humanities.
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Still from “High Water” (2013), HD video by Pawel Wojtasik, filmed 
in post-Katrina Louisiana wetlands, New Orleans, one of the fastest 
disappearing coastal areas on the planet.
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