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Protecting your idea can be a daunting task. Our experts help se-
cure your patents, and assist you all the way from the drawing 
board, until your product hits the shelves.

HØIBERG is a full service patent company providing services 
within the areas of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), including 
Patents and Designs, Innovation Management, IPR strategy, Tech-
nology Transfer, Business Development, and Patent Portfolio 
Valuation.

We counsel public research institutions as well as private com-
panies, and our clients range from small independent start-ups 
with a single patent to large multinational companies with exten-
sive IPR portfolios.

We provide expert IPR knowledge in the fields ranging from bio-
tech, medtech, nanotech, chemistry and cleantech to software, 
electronics and mechanics.

We assist you at every stage of development – from idea to
realisation.
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A hippie dream comes true 
You are a scientist and have just made 
the discovery of the century, which can 
revolutionize a whole industry and 
maybe even the whole world. You 
cannot sleep at night, visions are 
dancing in your head - of more 
research, of an improved, sustainable 
world having converted to green 
energy. Industrial partners will stand in 
line and will be able to create many 
jobs. You hold a game-changer in your 
hand. So now what?

When Claus Felby, David Cannella and 
Klaus Benedikt Möllers from the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen developed their 
groundbreaking invention based on 
the use of light to degrade plant waste 
to simple sugar compounds, they were 
not in doubt – the invention had to be 
patented in order to become reality. 
And if the invention was to be patent-
ed, it was essential to keep tight and 
not tell anyone about it before a patent 
application was filed.

The three scientists contacted the Tech 

Trans Office at the University of Copen- 
hagen, as soon as they felt their inven-
tion was ripe, and immediate action 
was taken, since the Tech Trans Office 
could see the potential applications 
too. The University of Copenhagen 
delegated the drafting of the patent 
application to HØIBERG.

When an invention is to be patented, it 
is important not to publish anything 
relating to it before filing of a patent 
application. The scientists knew this. 
They kept tight, even if it was hard. They 
played their cards close to their chest, 
until the publication of their article in 
the prestigious scientific journal Nature 
Communications, at which time the 
news also spread on the news on TV 
and on the front page of Politiken.

If an invention is to be exploited on a 
big scale and in the best interest of 
society, it is essential that patent rights 
to the invention are secured. A patent 
will not only enable the scientists to sell 
the rights to a company, but it will also
 

ensure that the scientists can further 
develop their invention freely. Develop-
ing the technology from the 
proof-of-concept stage to tangible 
applications will require an industrial 
partner.

The principal investigator Professor 
Claus Felby says: “We have been very 
happy about our collaboration with 
HØIBERG. They helped us and the 
university with counsel and guidance. 
Particularly in the �rst stages where 
speediness of the patenting process is 
crucial, they did not waste time. The 
drafting process, the communication 
between us and the technical know- 
ledge of HØIBERG’s employees has been 
impressive.”

The patent application is now pending 
in a number of countries around the 
world and an industrial partner for the 
project has been found. Thus, the 
foundation is laid for developing the 
inventors’ groundbreaking idea into a 
product of the future.
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