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DESCRIPTION 

The purpose of this event is to raise awareness among either a broad or a specific group 
of junior researchers about entrepreneurship and starting a company. Junior research-
ers are not necessarily exposed to entrepreneurs with PhD degrees while employed/
enrolled at the university. The central aspect of this event is to bring PhD graduates who 
have made it as entrepreneurs back into the university setting, in order to inspire current 
junior researchers with their career stories and accomplishments. The event aims to 
provide inspiration to current junior researchers who are considering becoming entre-
preneurs, and to perhaps inspire others to consider this as a possibility too. 

In addition to this, the purpose of the event is to make junior researchers aware of 
services at the university in relation to entrepreneurship. The event stresses that the 
university can help participants if they have a business idea or if they are considering 
teaming up with others to work on a business idea.   

If you want to know more about how we have worked with this concept, contact: 
Aalborg University: Ulla Egidiussen Egekvist · uege@adm.aau.dk
Aarhus University: Anne Sofie Dahlmann Breindahl · asb@au.dk
Lund University: Fredrik Edman · fredrik.edman@innovation.lu.se
Oslo Tech & Oslo University: Petter Niklasson Hagen · petter@forskningsparken.no

or contact the Tech Transfer office at your university, if you want to know more in  
general about entrepreneurship and commercialisation. 

Acknowledgement: AAU Innovation, Aalborg University



AWARENESS 

3

MEET THE ENTREPRENEURS

HOW TO USE THE EVENT-CONCEPT   

This event involves an organiser, a facilitator and presenters (PhD graduates and 
relevant departments/individuals at the university). More specifically it involves:
• Presentations from one or two junior researchers who have made it as  
 entrepreneurs. They can focus on elements such as 1) their career path, 2) how  
 they made use of their academic competencies to become entrepreneurs, 3) 
 barriers along the way, and 4) good advice for current junior researchers who are  
 considering becoming entrepreneurs  
• Information about current services at the university to assist junior researchers  
 who have a business idea or would like to join a startup team, for example the  
 Technology Transfer Office, incubators, business developers etc. 
• If possible: Tour of the university incubator, incl. meetings with one/two startup  
 teams (preferably incl. a junior researchers, but otherwise student startups of  
 relevance to the target group)
• Opportunities to ask questions, both formally during the presentations and  
 informally afterwards in a networking session
 

For more information/inspiration go to:
• Example: https://bit.ly/2UxPDVx 
• Example: https://bit.ly/2E8GCwy
• Example: https://bit.ly/2QkiGh0
• Article: https://bit.ly/2EmEZfx 

https://bit.ly/2UxPDVx
Example: https://bit.ly/2E8GCwy
Example: https://bit.ly/2QkiGh0
Article: https://bit.ly/2EmEZfx 
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HOW TO PLAN THE EVENT    

BEFORE THE EVENT 
WHAT SHOULD THE FACILITATOR PREPARE? 
Prior to the event, the facilitator should make agreements with the presenters, who 
should include junior researchers with different backgrounds in order to reach a 
broad audience. Furthermore, the facilitator should specify the purpose of the event 
and emphasise the importance of all presenters staying for the networking part of the 
event.

WHAT SHOULD THE FACILITATOR HAVE THE PARTICIPANTS PREPARE
Prior to the event, the facilitator should encourage the participants to answer the 
questions below and send their responses by email. The purpose of this is for the  
facilitator to gain more insight into the reasons for their participation, and the re-
sponses will be used as preparation for the event, during the event, and as a point  
of departure for following up after the event:  
- Do you have a business idea? If so, please describe your your idea in a few lines.
- Are you interested in joining a startup team?
- Are you looking for people to join your team?
- What are you hoping to gain through your participation in the event?
- Are you interested in talking to a business developer?
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 DURING THE EVENT: DESIGN, ELEMENTS AND TIMING 

AFTER THE EVENT 
After the event, the facilitator should make sure the relevant university representatives 
follow up with participants who expressed interest in individual meetings or more 
information. 

THE EVENT:

Time Theme Focus

30 min Incubator Welcome to the incubator: What it is, what we do, and how you can be part of it

30 min Tour of the Incubator Tour of the facilities. Two 5-10 min. pitches from current startups in their  
environment: 1) What is their idea? 2) How to make use of the facilities and  
help offered? 3) Good advice for the participants

45-60 min  
per presentation

Junior researcher  
story/stories

1-2 presentations (incl. time for questions) by junior researcher entrepreneurs

15-30 min  
per presentation

Current relevant offers 1-2 presentations (incl. time for questions) by representatives from relevant  
parts of the university

30 min Networking Informal networking opportunity for everyone involved. This part provides an opportunity to 
meet and discuss in a bit more detail and for participants to  
bring questions into the open that might not be brought up in plenum

HOW TO PLAN THE EVENT    


